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Dear members, 

First, I would like to express 

my gratitude to all of you 

who participated in the elec-

tion of our current Execu-

tive Committee (EC) for 
serving Biomatec-US. I 

want also to thank all our 

dear friends who accepted 

to join our current board. 

My sincere recognition goes 

to all members who have 

been referring friends to 

Biomatec-US. Itôs one of 

our major duties to continue 

spreading the word about  

Biomatec-US for a large 

national and international 

outreach. 

As one of Biomatecôs mem-

bers for the past 13 years, I 

am very proud to serve Bio-

matec-US as its elected 

President. I find myself sur-

rounded by scores of  mem-

bers who have become close 

friends and who are always 

committed to Biomatecôs 

core high values and goals.͖
 ͖

Art is ñIò, Science is ñWeò 

and Biomatec-US should 

always be ñWeò. Let us 

nurture and safeguard this 

wonderful and associative 
spirit that will unify our                  

thoughts, aspirations and 

talents to better serve this 

growing organization. 

In the EC and  the board, we 

all pledged that we will con-

tinue to advance Biomatec-

USôs mission, implement 

new projects and plan  more 

events that will allow more 

frequent gatherings and 

visibility for our associa-

tion. This will significantly 
benefit more and more our 

common causes in North 

America and our mother 

country, Morocco. 

In this first Newsletter you 
can read and learn about 

some projects and activities 

that we are planning for 

Biomatec-US during our 

two yearsô term. We will 

keep all members informed 

about ongoing progress of 

our projects and any incom-

ing event. 
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the manuscripts and reports 

in the English language and 

sharing scientific ideas to 

improve the content of the 

papers to be published in 

peer reviewed journals. To 

date, we have worked with 
Université Abdelmalek Es-

saâdi (Tetouan), Centre Na-

tional de l'Energie, des Sci-

ences et Techniques Nuclé-

aires (Rabat) and Université 

Ibn Zohr (Agadir). We 

started slowly but for the 

last six months, we have 

reviewed five manuscripts 

from Moroccan institutions. 

The papers we have re-

viewed got published in 

different international jour-
nals such as Journal of Ap-

plied Microbiology, Food 

Microbiology, Mutation 

Research.    
  By MRC  

The idea behind launching 

the manuscript review com-

mittee was to initiate a com-

munication between scien-

tists abroad and the scien-

tists working in Morocco 

and to contribute to the sci-
entific prosperity in Mo-

rocco. Thus, our first prior-

ity was to help get more 

scientific papers published 

from Morocco, by assisting 

in the writing and editing of 
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We are very excited to present to you the 2009 Board of directors. Thank you to all the peo-

ple who participated in these elections and congratulations to the newly elected team.  The 

Board of Directors has designated 5 board officers and 5 advisers:  

B I O M A T E C - U S ,  A  S U C C E S S F U L S T O RY. . .  

PR E S E N TA T I O N  O F  T H E  N E W  B OA R D  

Biomatec-US 7th Annual meeting, Worcester, Massachusetts, 2008 

 Board officers 

- Dr Fouad Lemtiri-Chlieh 

- Dr Latifa Elhadri 

- Dr Abdelkrim Smine 

- Dr Khalid Sendide 

- Mohamed S. Belkziz 

us.biomatec.org/  

ñVotes for 
President 

Positionò 

Advisers to the Board : 
 
- Tahar El-Korchi , Professor 

and Dept. Head, Civil and Env. 

Eng., Worcester Polytechnic 

Institute, Worcester, MA, US 

 
- Aris M. Ouksel, Professor in 

Information & Decision Sci-

ences and Computer Science, 

Northwestern University, Chi-
cago, IL, US 

 
- Mme Aicha Afifi , Advisory 

Committee on Administrative 

and Budgetary Questions, 

United Nations, NY, NY. US 

 
- Aly Horma , Managing Direc-

tor, Property Investors Trust, 

Marrakech, Morocco 

 
- Jeffrey Stoddard, Managing 

Partner, The Efficacy Group, 

Alexandria, VA, US 

ñ Biomatec-US Promoting 

Group Discussionéò 

Dr Mustapha Abdelouahed sharing 

his experience as a scientist with 

AUI  Mastersô of Science in Biotech-

nology students (Ifrane, 2008). 

Dr Elias A. Zarhouni, NIH director, 

sharing his experience with scien-

tists from the Maghreb during an 

award event organized by a Bio-

matec-US member and the Embassy 

of Morocco (Washington DC, 2008). 
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 B I O M A T E C - U S  2 0 0 8  AW A R D    
 D R  N A D I A  A M R A N I ,  U M A S S ,  WO R C E S T E R ,  M A  

SAV E  T H E  DA T E  Fulbright  

Scholarship 

Committee 

 

Khalid Sendide, PhD 

AUI, Ifrane, Morocco 

 

Fouad Atmani, PhD  

Faculty of Sciences, 

University Mohammed I, 

Oujda, Morocco 

 

Hassan Ghazal, PhD 

FPDN, Nador, Morocco 

 

 
FSC-US@us.biomatec.org  

Dr. Nadia Amrani is a native 

of Marrakech (Morocco), 

where she attended The Uni-

versity of Sciences Cadi 

Ayad and obtained her 

Bachelor Degree with distinc-

tion in Biology in 1990. She 
moved then to Toulouse 

(France) to pursue her under-

graduate studies at the Ecole 

Na t i o n a l e  S up ér i eu re 

Agronomique de Toulouse 

where she obtained her first 

Master Degree in Plant Bio-

technology in 1991. In 1992, 

Dr. Amrani obtained her sec-

ond Master Degree (DEA) 

from the same institution 

where she published two of 

her first scientific research 

papers. Her main project was 

to develop assays to regener-

ate and produce haploid 

plants in crosses between 
tetraploid and hexaploid 

wheat and maize. Dr. Amrani 

started her doctorate work in 

the Department of Molecular 

Genetics at the Centre  Natio- 

Dr Amraniôs most recent 

work was published in the 

prestigious scientific journal 

Nature, where she describes a 

new model of the closed loop 

mRNP structure which forms 

during translation initiation in 

eukaryotes.  

Dr. Amrani won Biomatecôs 

2008 Award as a recognition 

for her excellent scientific 

contribution and for her ac-

tive participation in the or-

ganization of the 2008 Bio-

matec Annual Meeting.  

This year, Nadia helped a 

Master degree student in Mi-

crobiology & Bioengineering 

from FST, Mohammedia, 

Morocco to get a summer 

internship training, under her 

supervision at UMASS.  

Dr. Amrani is married to Dr. 

Mustapha Abdelouahed, they 

both live with their three 

daughters, Sara, Weaam and 

Rania, in Worcester, Massa-

chusetts, US.  

Dr. Nadia Amrani Receiving 
Biomatec -US 2008 award at the 

annual meeting. Dr. Moham-
med Bourdi in the center 

(Biomatec US) and Dr. Mouna 
Lagraoui  (BIOACM) on the 

right.  

nal de la Recherche Scienti-

fique (CNRS) at Gif-Sur-

Yvette (France), in affiliation 

with the University of Pierre 

et Marie-Curie, Paris. During 

her graduate studies in 

France, she applied for and 
won different fellowships 

from A.R.C. (Association 

pour la Recherche contre le 

Cancer, 1996-1997), from the 

CNRS (1994-1997), and from 

the government of Morocco 

(1991-1997).In 1997 she ob-

tained her PhD with the high-

est award and published three 

scientific papers. Prior to 

moving to the United States, 

she obtained a fellowship 

from Human Frontier Science 

Program (1998-2000)  and 

started her postdoctoral train-

ing in the Department of Mo-

lecular Genetics and Microbi-
ology at The University of 

Massachusetts (Worcester, 

US) where she holds cur-

rently a position of Research 

Assistant Professor.  
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